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Letters and
Communications

We welcome letiers on any thighis you may
have abowr TCR or is contents. If vou write us a
fetier, please tell us whether or not it iy fine with
you to publish i1 in rthe “Letrers and
Comismunication” séction of upcoming (i,

Review of In Search of Prehistonic
Survivors - A Response From
ihe Auihor

I'wish to correct a number of ill-founded claims
concerning my book M Search of Prehistoric
Survivors made by John Moore in his review
{The Crvprozovlogy Review, Yol 1, No, 2,
pp. 29-30).

To claim, as Moore has done, that my book
contains “many roological errors” and then 1o
ideatily only one of their so-called emors is
verging apon the libelous in my opmion - and
especially when even the one “ermor” that be
does note 15 an afvor o8 bhos part, SOl mine.

Moore states: “Shulier speaks of ‘aguatic’
dincanurs; all known dinosaurs were terrestrial
or, al best, amphibloas®. Judging from this
statement. Moore apparently assumes that the
word “squatic” refers specifically to animals that
are erchinively waler-dwelling. This is, of
course, nhsolute nonsense, Ducks, geese and
awans, for instance, are aquatic birds, but they
readily walk on land and fly through the air, a5
well as swim on and under the waier. However,
| have yet 1o read of anyone referring 1o
“amphibeons ducks"! - unless of course Moore
has plans to begin a new trend in zoological
terminalogy !

Cenain dinossurs, particularly hadrosawrs, may
well have reireated inio deep waier when
pursued by predmtors. Moreover, based upon

3

varipus modifications such as deep laterally-
flsttened imils and paddie-like hands. a

i plogical controversy exists
25 1o whether urs were capable of strong
swimming. It was issues soch as these that
induced me 1o use the roologically non-specific
phrase “aguatic dincsaurs,” and | am perfectly
correct. ically and etymologically, in

doing se. Perhaps Moore should pay less
altention 1o Cry ogical malters and more
1o bis Enplish studies at sehool ?

In reply to his impertinent speculation: “no
doubt Shuker is really referring 1o the giant
marine reptiles of the Mesozoie, which were
only dimnllﬁ related 10 the dinosaurs,” as
someone with a PhD d'T“- in £oology and
Comparative Physiology | am well aware that
plesiosanrs, iethyosavrs. and suchlike are nnr
dinosaurs! Indeed, if Moore had reviewed my
book tkoroughly, he would surely have spotied
the following statemeni on p. 78: “..the
plesiossurs, which, although dominating the
seas during the Mesozoic Era 1o much the same
exienl as the dinosaurs ruled the land, were notl
themselves dimosaurs (despite their frequent
media appellation of “squatic dinosaun”|

were instead the predominant members of an
eotirely scparaie repiilian subclass, ihe
SEMPOPLETY gIANS".

Meaore then declares: “Also, in swversl places he
shows photos of dinosaur models with legs
bent out to the side. whereas dinosaur are now
thought 1o have held their legs underneath their
bodies.” Beanng in mind that | did rot construct
these models, nnd that the crucial phrase in his
sentence is "thought 1o have been”, [ fail 1o see
how Moore can claim these to be zoological
errors of mine, That dincsaurs walked an erect
limbs, not splayed-out ones, is, like 50 much
else in paleontolopy, 8 theory, nol an
unequivocally-conflinmed fuct, and can never be
anything else in the absence of observations of
livirg dinosaurs,

In relation 1o the possible peninence of the
Spicers’ descniption of the Loch Ness monsier
to a replilien identity for this eryplid. Moore
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voices the discouneous outburst: “At gerain
points, Shuker's logic is alse pather poor”, Yet
ﬂhhﬂbﬂhﬂdlnmu:u_l-;ﬂﬂg
book propetly (and | am seri

woder *hﬂ{u e s read my w’;ﬂr
&l he would have discovered thal the person
who originally mired this view was none other
than world-renowned British ichthyolagist Dr.
Denys Tucker, formerly of the British Museam
{Mamiral Hilmq:l. whose opinions on matters
relating 1o aqualic verebrates are mot dismissed
lightly even by his mos eminent

peers (led alone grade B studentsT).

Quite aside Torm that, when dealing with
eryptide like the Loch Ness monsier and
Cadborosaiiris for which aceessible physical
evidence that cnn be assessed tnxonomically is
conspicuous only by its absence, anecdotal
evidence is of greal i e when atiempling

1o discover their 1atonomic siatus. 1t is sheer ph

nomscnis 10 EAPEC] m; mesxurable degree of
success in this task if we choose 1o ignore
evewitness descriptions - especially ones
involving such close-range encounters as fhose
experienced by the Spicers and William
Hagelund.

As for radincarbon dating of the suppesediy
recent Utah Camelops skull, | made the clsim
that this shull had nol been dated after
commumicating with Dr. Adrian Lister, a world
expert on foss!] ungulates, who was not aware
of any such dating Tor it. In view of the fact that
his archives on this subject are far more
extensive than mine, | saw no reason to doabt
his opinion. Later. | received a copy of the
Melson & Maduen paper form a correspoadent,
Inrndliﬂn wins Ioo late for me to incorporate
i1s diata 1 my book.

Cryplozoology, is, by deflinition, a
controversial subject, and therefore needs o
in scientific ility, not lose it | am
lighted t_hlll r:ﬁ“' generation  of
ogical usiasts is emerging in

schools and colleges - this is mrtw; if
ptozoology is to survive and thrive,
Mevertheless, the situation whereby & grade 8

4

school attempts (badly. in my view)
demiled work by & qualified
i prqmﬂlmlﬂ scenano surely
;:hi:.uyutﬂ field of science? - s
hardly likely 1o cubance eryprozoclogy’s
creditality rsmg.
think of no better way of ending this letrer
[ﬁ.‘:.ﬂ.n the following words, ?pulcen by the
Enther of Cryptozoology himself, Dr. Bernad
Heuvelmans (I5C Newslerter, vol. 3, No. 3,
Autumn 1984}, When asked if, in order to be »
good ief, one first has 10 be »
roologist, Dr Heuvelmans replied: "1 think
that's absolyiely necessary. One cannot be
cryplozoologist without having been tramed
firsl in zoology. One has to have a good
ktiowledge of zoology to be able to analy=c all
the reports properly to see whether they make
semse from an anatomical perspective. from a
yeislogical perspective. from an coological
perspective, from & zoogeographicsl
p-enf-miﬂ. and so forth.” John Moore, take
mese !

sudent al
1o review ®

Dr. Knrl P.W. Shuker
‘West Midlands, England

John Moare dx: [ have the higheid
regard fior Dr. Shuker'y work, and as [ aared in
my review of his bool, it "is @ wseful reference
and an excellent review about what is presenily
knpwn abaut eryprocoelogical ‘prehisiori
survivers' and will be enjoyed by all those
mierested in croprozoology.”

With regard to the supposed “zoological
errors,” what | should have wid was thai there
are some incidences where, in my opinion, th
general consensus in the literatare does nol

Javar Dy, Shuker's view,
As ﬂ" the Camelops skull, | did not intend this
o oe @ crificism af by book: | was merely
ww“"'f readers of an additional piece <f

In theie Invtances, § re
tances, I regrer my chofce of winris
ard apologize for amy confision this muy e
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Erratum

The edvicr spelogeres s Bachard Eflis for imadvertendy
amuiting & shoe segment of Ellis’ articie The

Fish in the Oogan™ betwien page 1225 of TCR Vol |
Mo 2 The segment left out s as Follows: = karmbess.
But beciuse of i spectacular appearance on the beach
(am] occamonal sppearance in the water], severnl
authorities - such & ichivyologisn JR. Norman of the
British Museum - have Mirmly idestified i with sea-
serpenl soned. s A Mistory af Fiakes, Morman wrote

by Den & Moesch

In Teriber pesearch fodiow ing my ruche last assar entiled
“Thres Recont Ses Monsier' Cascasset” (TCR, vol. |
B 2 opp 1507 | deceneied & isieresing mobe
mepanding the baalong whark In Tl Bool of Sherks,
Rrchand Elln w ey

Young baalong sharks differ form
adulth 1 oo ugnsficans featece. They
have s elompaied woul, olien witk a
horplike prolubsrasce o ihe end
While 1be mature sharks have an
ardinary-looking head, some young
prcimans bane & wnowt & lonp that i
1 said] 1o resemble @ shon trunk

This 18 sgmficant because it would explain the
eapecially painted "snowl® on the "Blodk [sland Moaster®
{and the 195] Hendaye earcum) reporied o in my asticle.
1 kadd sugpessed that the “snout® was really the rossrum
of & bhaskang shork, bul the new piece ol dalormation
from Ellis* book 8 & more CORVIRCING ARFWEr
Incidemally, the *Block Mess Monsier® was only 14 11 in
lempth, and Hendaye only 16 (i nhich s compatibie
with 8 young baskeng shasi

Sousce Ellis, Richard 1994, Tie Book of Sharis
Allned A Knopl (MNew Yorkl: p. 91

H-:;-'"l_-nq-ﬂﬁl:f-#\- " ol yomr
pelmaiern wic [ youw e o e | aed wa I jow bere”

Strange Aagarine PO Boy I24, Rockville, MD
20847 LISA. 4 pave subscnprion: $19 75 US, £1493
LK 52495 Foceigm. Foreign orders send LIS funds
only, drawn oa US bank. UK ondeis make check bo
“ilark Choransky * Visa/Masieneurd doorpled

The Bigloot Recardings.. A wue siory. Hear this
wompelling evidence af Califomias Bigfeol  Lisien 1o
the inside sory of where and how these sahocking
recondings were made, Scientifically proven o be
spomlaneous with no sign of preé-secording of re-
recording. Marrsted by Jonathan Frakes of Siar Trek
The Next Geperntion. CD 3US 1558 | Cussetie §US
1058 4 3.00 sheppung and handiing. Check ar M O, 1o
The Bagloot Recordings, 3021 E&ims Way. Port
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The New England
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A Compendium of Cryptids
Al lhmwmﬂuﬂﬁﬂdwﬁﬁ

R - o
The Loch Ness Monster Wakes

The Loch Ness manster has been usually seen several [imesa year for quite some time, and 1996
WOS B0 u,c‘:p{iun_ Twa -Pmimlm- ;i;’,‘m’nll. one :m:phmm!d by a phalo, made the newspaper
headlines in 15546,

The first sights eccumed on June 13 ot W‘“i”' 1000 PM when Kate Munro, owner of the
Craizdarroch House, u hotel mlhdriLuhNéﬁ.ndhhmhnd.uaf“_“ 14 guesis
watched something quickly across the loch for five minutes, leaving 3 whitewater wake
before submerging. wilniesses were stumped 85 to 2n cxplanation, and of course blamed 1 on
the Loch Mess monsier. Ong of the witnesses described the wake a5 being “as big as comes from a
crviser.” and all those mentioned in & June 15 mress release were sure (hat it was nal i used by &
hoat (~{here wis no traffic on the Toch™). They also re edl that the source of the wake appeared (o
be something large just below the water's surfice. Al in all, this sighting 1% hard to explaim, bul as
wsieal is certainly not conclisive evidence for the existence of a large animal in the loch.

The second sighting pccumed on August 11, gnd was made by Invemess an leacher Austin
. Like the sighling mentioned above, this gne was also of something cuning through the

loch, lur;:; behind ¥ m;e I‘hw;;ﬂ-ﬂﬂ;ﬂt‘::aﬁbi; :.M;rr.nt}nhl: the previous sighting.
however, this one was ¢ imented by & photo § According 10 an arficle in the
Daily Mail, “[h e had stopped his car on the Mh'immmn the l.-i]'lng of Dores al arourd
4:00 PM, ... intending to take a scenic snupahiot,” After seeing a strange disturbance on the loch,
which he said lasted {or “about four minutes, and was travelling north at litle more than walking
pace.” he oak the phete from about three-quarters of a mile away. The photo, as reproduced in the
Dily Mail, does ‘mh: strange wake, bul is inconclusive (my copy is a black and while
ol nfh-ll“;. original u:ﬂﬂ Hepbum clims io make cut two black humps in the

phlﬂ_, = -ﬁlﬁlﬂ ps becanse my lews-than-perfect phatocopy., 1 cannot reconcile his

iy s ool b cunct o o
L R U e o
and various :Ihllf; ;hi};lﬂlgl]leg!‘m lr;g “: eecummences have quile likely rc-sul%!d i many
i:mb i ight the olten f e ¥ thing the two sightings discussed here are certainly doing
highi rustrating history of evidence far the world's most famous lake monsier

Source: Anon. 1996, “Strange thing in Loch Ness :
Chromicie, June 15. /1 Anon. 1996, “ls that you, Ness: %0 fational explanation ~ San Francisc
19, 1! | T DaifyMail {London), S:[ﬂcmh:l"-" P
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Unidentified Egyptian “Beasts™

Inearly Dictober 1996, an inexplicable and very interesting Rewters report came out of Cairo, Egypt
wihich siated thai, according 1o the Imesior Minisiry of Egypt. Egyptian police had shot wo
specimens of “unidentified wild snimals [which had been] terrorizing people in the southern town
of Armant for more than s month.” Apparently, these beasts, described a8 resembling large hyenas
or wild dogs, killed three and injured dozens in a number of noctiurnal attacks in the vicinily
of Armant, a lown in the Nile valley 500 km {310 miles) south of Cairo.

The locals call the animals salanswwa, o collogquial word which means “femule ghoul™, bul “no one
has yet identified the species.” according to Revters. One theory for their appearance is that they
have mil grated north from Sudan in search of food, bat this still leaves their identity in the dark.

The two shot specimens were procured after “the police and local people with gun licences had sel
up ambushes around the town at night in the hope of killing or capturing the animals. .. One
group shot, wounded and eaplured one of the animals as it was coming oul of Termiand Lo atack
people’s houses [and] another group ... shot one of them dead.”

The Reuters report said that the injured individual was sent to the veterinary unit in Armant for
examination, but as far o5 | know, no further information on these very mystenious creatures hiss
surfaced. | am inclined 1o think that the animals were probably either some sort of canid
crosabreed, much like the “coydogs™ (3 mixture between coyotes and domestic doga) of Norih
America or simply feral dogs. perhaps infected with rabies. |1 is also possible that the whole story
was o hoa, These rather mundane explanations would also explain why no more has been heard
of the creatures in the intemational press.

Source: Anon. 1996, "Egyptian police shoot unidentified beasts.” San Franciie Chronicle,
Oictober 9

Expedition News
Field expeditions are always 8 major component in eryplozociogical research, and plans for two
eryplotoelogically related expeditions were disclosed in the intemational recently, (The

second, dealing with the giant squid, is not pure eryptozoology, bul is still of interest 1o most
crypaozoologists because ol the eryptic nsture of this elusive invenebrate. )

“The Tirst deals with the Loch Ness monster. Early this spring (1997), Charles WyckofT (80, of
Needham, Massachuseits) and Roben Rines (73, of Coneord, New Hampahire) will be travelling
to Loch Ness with virious sophisticated photographic and sonar equipmen (o try and obtain some
phiotos of Neesie. The two claim 10 have seen the creature in August 1971, and they also led the
expeditions which ook widely known underwm;rphnmgmphs which may be of the animal in
1972 and 1975, The photographs, the best-known of which seem to show the creature's [lipper or
head. are highly controversial, in part due to the fact that they were compuier-enhanced, and the
widely known verions Lo do not closely resemble the onginals. In any case. we can oaly hope that
this time arcund Rines and his colleague will tum op less controversial evidence of the existence of

the Loch Ness monater.
7
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Mn”“"
the elusive giant squid (Archireyy,,

sea for its QLT Jind.
el s e g, b e

). Ever since number il;:‘l 1:" same ¥ e logical é“ﬂzm Dr!":t']"" B ;-

: o 10 Fﬂmﬁ €

:_.b::-“ B jhment Minﬂhmﬂm 7996, however, the 5 q‘ﬁlliun dollars “L;T;:!;
{sce TCR vol. 1.80. 1. P8 67} hufﬁmﬂh'n ﬂ’*' Roper of the Smithsonian Institution, had ney
fio the codcavour, which I':dﬂ-hh‘:lE eriel te Society and the Smithsoniss
ms_m_ind.mpﬂﬂ!;f 51’:“"' such an smount on 20 eapedition “‘;:)'T’Eh' of might nog
Institution, were aol willing HSW" devised: eatly this year {though this time frume
come back successful, Hnwuall :zl-:mlun cameras will be lowered 10 ke Pacific Ocean off New
could chunge)h remutc-mﬂ_d_m“.m depth of about 1500 11, and will r_mpei"ull:_, capture a passing
Ve L ooy o 3, 1 1 b
giant squid on Lape. i more money 1o oblain better film: and there is wo douh
ml 'Dn:,‘“:ﬁ:' ﬁm""‘w alarge qudience. While the expedition may sound s
linle o eiched. it i cevainly worth iryisg-

SoUTCES: +vum. Pl 1995, “New En Msﬁenﬁﬁshn-peﬁr-ding Nessic is @ Loch.” The
B&srmlf'!'ts:fl]:;‘;um aop 1, 140 iWler, Laura, 1996. “The Quest f_?f_‘thr Giam Sguid
tnterview with Richurd Ellis)” hﬂp.'.l'.fnww.mfm.l'i'w.c'nm-'drt-%"wn|:1'2 0k J 202 bl

i

Notes of Varlous New and Rediscovered Speeies

— The Vu (uang reserve. on the bondet of Vietnam and Laos, is continuing o amdze ologiibs
Zuth its new-found biodiversity. and bas now tursed up 3 new ¥ ies of fish. Dr. Nguyen Tha
Tu. 3 Vietnamese scientrel working with the World Widke Fund for Nature, discovered the 20-25
cm long fish, which weighs 3.3 Ib and belongs 1o genos Crowsocheilis, 1t has a silver underside
and a gold siripe down 1ts back and is in fact the second new fish found by the scienlisl it bt

work,

Source; Bille, Matt. 1996, “News and comment.” Exotic Zoology v b
: . ; 4 gy val, 3, B0

E:r;ﬂ%ﬂ:&hm %I'nﬁqid. Roger. 1996, “New fish found in Vigtnam.” The

nmﬂﬁhﬂ'ﬁm’"‘m was rediscovered this year on the llombwe Massil. 2
Instituie for Mature l:uus:::li?:rllyn fiout S Wildlife Conservation Society and the Zur
the first specimen ever seen, much | emule of the species, also known as the llombe owl, we
the account of one sole individ w8 procured, since the species wes first described in 1951 om
the 19708), The rediscovery w:‘ ““:"d“% however, one unconfirmed sighting in Burundi 1t
Ocicber 1996, p. 10, repiorted an in an ariicle by John Hari in Witdlife € onservalion:

Source: Bille, Mar. 1995, "Redi :
{Movember/December: p. 1. ediscoveries: The Congo bay owl.* Exotic Zoology vol 3, %00

— The cryptic warbler is a new species :
H’WHM of songhird (genus Cryposvivicola) that has just pecerits
Source: e, i, 1997, *
(JanuaryFebruary): p. 2. News and Comment.® Exotic Zoolagy vol. 4 po. |
= Acrobaorns fonsecai, a

new genus and species of the gven bird family (Furnariidae): Wits

B
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discovered recently in soatheastern Brazil. lts common name is the Piok-legged Gravetero,
derived from its stout. bright-piak legs and feet. The smail. arboreal bind also features black-and-
grey plumage and acrobatic foraging behaviour by which it is almoat always hanging upside down
on leaves or ereeping along the undersides of tree branches, An interesting nole on the new
species’ discovery is that its nests, made of sticks and built in the relatively dry forest canopy, are
clearly visibde from the main highway of Bahin siate, Brazil. [ was only recently first noticed by an
amateur omithologist named Paulo Fonseca, hence its species name. Unfortunately. as with many
new species, A. fonsecai faces the danger of extinction: it home are irecs that provide shade for
cocoa plantations in the Bahia region, which was, until recently, & great source of income in the
arca. Mow, the plantaticns have been ravaged by a fo-this-point unstoppable “witches” broom
disease, and o Keep money in the arca flowing, the trees that once shaded the plantations are being
eut for lumber, This uh'.inullt; puts A. fomsecad in a tight spot, and we cen only hope thal
measures ane taken to preserve this unique species.

Source: Bille, Man. 1997, "Mews and Comment.” Exoric Znology vol. 4. no. |
{January Februaryi: p. ./ Line, Les. 1996, “Mew Bird Found in Brazil Owes lts Survival 1o
Chocolste. ™ The New York Times, November 19: B&. /f Pacheco. José Fernando e al, 1996 "A
New Genus and Species of Fumariid (Aves: Furnatiidac) from the Cocoa-Growing Region of
Southeastern Bahiz, Brazil,”™ The Wilson Bullerin vol. 108, no. 3 (September): pp. 397-433.

— A tiny mew frop species, Eleherodacrvlus iherla, was discovered recently. 1t wiak Tound under
decaying leaves on the floor of the tropical rain forest of Cuba's Monie Theria, The frog, dubbed
the ~eleuth frog”, is only 1 cm long. making it the smallest icimpod (lemestrial venebrate) in the
Northern Hemusphere. I is dark brown in colos, with a copper stnpe running down its back
Source: Bille, Matt. 1997, "MNews and Commenr” Exovic Zoology wol. 4. mo. |
{January/February ) p. 2./ Fountain, Henry. 1996. “Under Cuban Ferms. A Very Small Frog.”
The New York Times, December 3, 1996,

—~ A recemt survey of Laotian bats by the Wildlife Conservation Society uncovered 55 species
including 5§ new ones

Source: Bille, Mat. 1997, "Mews and Comment.” Evoric Zoology vol. 4. no. |
(Janmary/Februaryk p- 2.

Thanks io:
Miark Cashman, Richard Ellis, John Moore, snd Darren Naish

for clippings. articles, reports and opinions
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The Biology of the Giant OCLOPHs
Biology ¥ T

An Introduction @ the Giant Octopus

; it . i for the & mmrmnfﬂ g:m‘lmuundnfﬂﬂh
m.::: :.ﬁ:m: PH:‘ﬁ:Ihﬂ B9, on B ];rij-:l om Anastasid Island, which is near 5t
hlﬂ:.l.l'!li'h!. Flonda, ﬂ\'t.l'l“.&ﬂ'mm- which was al IIE.I'H i fect long and 18 fect wide
A ied a gigantic ociopus. According 10 CmtemPIy evidence, there were several arms either
attached 10 the body or [ying neatby o the brach. The carchss wis s0 tough that it was almosi
impossible to cot, IL was saon called 1o the atlention of & local naturalist and historian, DeWit
Webb. who thought the carcass wis ably  giant oclopUs. Before long, word of it reached A,
E. Vemill, a cephalopod sutharity who hail played a key role i the discovery of the giont squid,
Althoagh he at first felt that it was @ very large gianl squid, after viewing photographs ol the
earcass Vel agreed wiith Wb that it wid & gl oCHOPUS. He published widely on the find and
cvemually gave il the seientific name Octopus giganteus. However. after he had examined some

v+ {roem the carcass that Webb had senl to him. Versill decided that the carcass was that of 3
whale, most probably 2 deformed sperm whale. The carcass soon faded into chscunty and its
ultimate fate remains unknown.

Im the 1ate 1mlhurmmf,hiu1nglu F.Gi, Wood was intr gued by the case after reading severil
articles on the topic. A colleague of his, Joseph F. Gennaro, Jr.. analyzed two finger-sized pieces
that h.; had cut from & sample-that was preserved in the Smithsonian Insiitution. (Webb had sent
these fragmenta, which were subsequently lost, 1o another suthorty on molluscs. W H. Dall, lo
addirion. m:t?;pmnm!mu afire.) Whes viewed through a microscope. the conneclive
tissue patiern of the 1896 specimen did not rescmbic cither that of a whale or 2 g1 wyuid

qﬂh&lphmd.lhun[u g Sovernl mom
yielded results favorabie 1o the identification of the mu:::‘nng:qd;:,n" the samples have 8150

Shortly before finding th |
ut:tuwyl-liki rn:tur:F e arficles aboul the 1806 carcass, Wood heard stories aboul 8 _!“”"'

Tom varou i ;
E et S e the cacatine immat'l: in the Bahamas, including some respectable citizens:

ible traditions and claimed sight wsea” and "Him of the Hairy Hands." There have ¢
g‘:;ﬂ Mhﬂ.lﬁdlh:hlhnﬁ:gr}:::? of gianl octopuses from all over the Caribbean Sea, the

occumed in 1984, John P. *Sean” wasd
witers off Berm . *Sean” Ingham
tgm_ntrzmrly_ a1 leas) .;:::Pn 8 foet by & uda. Afier several of his crab trap® (which
missing. he decided that some large animal was e by 4.5 {el ) were cither damaged 07 epuire!s
trap down, his boat's sonar sysiem revenled responsible, Once when something Wi polding?
8 pyramid-shaped thing about 50 feet Bigh, Whate! "

10
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it was apparently started to pull Ingham's boat along in the water. Eventually the creature lel go.
and when evamined 51 the surfsce, the trap had one of its sides pushed in. Afier further similar
incidenis in 1985, Ingham relocated his fishing operation 10 an area off Belize. Many, including
Inghsm kimself, have thought that the creature responsible for the incidents was a giani oclopus

(1t 15 worth noting that some known octopuses ofien eal craba )

In May 1988 on a beach in Mangrove Bay, Bermuda_ an 8-foot loag carcass (1ster to be called the
“Bermuda Blob™), which is widely believed to be a second specimen of the giant octopus, washed
wp.

The most recent development in the giant octopus case was an analysis of tissue samples of both of
the possible giant oclopus specimens by a team led by molecular biologist S.K. Pierce. They

concluded thal the 189 carcass was a whale and the 1988 specimen was & Tish, However, it has
heen argued that the study was flawed and that the results are not necessanly accurate.

Sources:

Grreenwell, LR, (ed.) 1985, “Giam Octopus Blamed for Deep Sea Fishing Disruptions.” 15C
Newsletter 431 16

Mangiacopra, Gary 5. 1976, “Monster on the Florida Beach.” INFO fowrnal 511 246, 521 1-6.
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“Lipdate fh‘!:\put giganicus Verrill. Panm 1: Mome fnr.g:m!ﬂ'l [I'l:l'ﬂl"llli of its 19h century
history.” OF Sea and Shore 1731 1T1-178

Mangziacopra, Gary 5. Raynal. Michel P. B_ Smith. Dwight G., and Avery, David F. 1995
~History Repeating Itself: Pan 1l Ignored - Rediscovered - 1gnored Agsin' - And Final Vindication
for Octopus (riganteus: 1908 199" OF Sea and Shore 1Ti4E 221-225

Margiscopra, Gary 5., Raymal. Michel P. R, Smith. Dwight G.. and Avery. David F. 1995
~Oictopus giganteus: Sl Afive and Hiding Where? Part 11 Lusca and Scuttles of the Carbbean.”
Of Sea and Shore 181k 512
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Greenwell, J. Richard, and Heuvelmans, Bernard. 1996. “An Open Forum on the Biological
Bulletin's Article of the Octopus giganteus Tissue Analysis.” Of Sea and Shore 1911 45-50.

Pierce, Sidney K., Smith, Geruld N, Jr.. Maugel, Timothy K., and Clark, Eugenie. 1995, “0On
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Bintopical Bullerin 188 21523
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Censoring crg.rptumulngf. Backgrou

By Gary &, Mangiacoprs

e oAt

1 . desling wilh the updated history of Octop
The oo et oty S
E |"’w* 1 o Tmmwghlheﬂﬂﬂhrwinsm ats were Pum.ll:ui'ﬂu.!.l a I?G"- bl
I_anl'-h o, Wash 2'}',;'1" duse to an article puhllah:d in 1995 in the Blolog etin: by Pierce ¢tal
ﬂf:mﬂ;n“ e nothors of this article eoneluded that the Iaﬁg aﬁ'?ﬁ:ﬁ was, in a:f:;“éﬂh 1 r“'ﬁ” B
I . doteg : E ers., hay
beached whale, This opimon is i direct contrsi 1o the {?:ﬁl n i 1, s0d oy cther b n:

SR i e BT, ol i i

i wnting of wtlm!.mﬂ'ﬂﬂmm rhng what we maght asseme
ﬁ'ﬁm:{a::tm -ﬁr:ntnnd wpon only fragments “ﬂﬂ“““'“”“- Although these
conclusions may be valid if the |B96 carcas Was that of  giani ociopus, they would be invalidif u

wik shown that the remains were those of n whale.

Neveriheless, the authors of Part 1V still consider it o be important that the final segment secs
print, as, il it is shown that the |85 carcass was indeed an GCLOPUS, CUr speculations may sull be
valid and may belp acquire a specimen of this giant inveriebrate.

Te regards o the cancellation of the final IV in Of 52a and Shore, it should be said that its
editer, Tom Rice, an sssociate of mine ‘or more than 20 years, was plsced in a position where be
m‘l1s- had nio choice. This was becaise of the respomse of his readers, who favoured acceptance ol
the Binlogical Bulletin article and looked down upon the iden of giant octopuses. Even | will
PE;;M:“}‘L.EEHIII' lal!mw‘?e:n“:n Ri;;_'l. pwhi;n, 1would have killed Part 1V myself! 1n the end |
must thank Rice for ing the publicstion of many i 1 icl

articles which n:hrinumhﬁamlﬁn'l even touch. S promaiing erypioconiogios] ATEH

Also, Rice showed himself to be a man of scientific coura -

P — geousness becanse he allowed space 0
{,':l,,m :H "m Shore for 8 leagihy rebuttal towards the Riodogical Bulletinanticls
e nﬂdﬂmm::;;:“ 10 the editor on the fopic. If, in the past, we had bsd
e crastevad e the satals o s, o fomh Secndod mh oy o wascient Could T
ina race preserving cryplozociogical dats - sod we sre losing i.|..Ell worthless or unscientific. We &%

Source:
Fierce, Sidaey K.. Smith, Gerald N, Jr., Maugel,

the Giang Octopes (Octopus g3 Timothy K. and Clark, Eugenie. 1995. “O"
Broiopicel Bulletin 182 210,230 04 the Bermuda Biob: Homage N E. Vemill
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“"Him of the Hairy Hands™ Part IV: 3
Octopus Giganteus - Speculation on the "Eared Octopus

Hl; Gary 5. Mangiacopra. Michel P.R. Raynal,
r. Dwighl G. Smith and Dr. David F. Avery

Introduction

From the surviving historeal facls and the analyses of the remining tssue somples of Ol

gigamtews, os presented in Pars 1 00 and 11 (21 of this article, it must be ot least considered quite
possible that o century ago o member of an unknown, gigantic species of octoped lived, died, and
was beached ofl 51, Augustine, Flonda

This documented fact cannot be ignored. Mor can we ignore the reports of encounters with other

members of this marine inverebrate, as presented in Pan 11143} of this anicle. If one of these
creatures lived in 1B%6, a breeding population of these gigantic octopods mud have existed then
But we must gk this question: Was the 51 Augusiine cancass one of the [nst lingenng member of a
species ihal was alresdy heading lowards extinclion a1 Lbe end of the 19k cenlury, of is there still a
stable breeding population of these pygantic octopods?

Al the present Limie, Lhe litthe that we can speculate about 0. pigeareas is jusd thal - speculation
Enarnedl oty irn'nu'lm. of miormatioa. To givcEn indication of e f\-l'l'ﬂph"l-ll\_- of ﬂ!IH.'i‘I\ Pl'l!-l"i'“‘l'i"FIl- al
mysery, one can perbaps compare it 10 another, now screntifically sccepied, pant invericbrate ol
the seas ihe giant sqmds, which were once considered (o be nothing more than Norw egian
|cE|' nids. Dver iwo cenlunes ago, B-nhup Enk PDI'Ith'pII-hﬂ wiole this aboul the Kraken, e
Norwegian name for giaot squids (Ley, 198

*Among sll the foreign writers, both ancient and modern, which | have had
opponumily o consull on this subject. not one of them seems to know much of this
creature, of ul least (o have a just wea of 1"

Owver two centuries later, this is still o valid siatement abowl the Nomh Americin version of the
Kraken - O giganteis, Our knowledge of giant squids is based wpon less than 100 stranded
individuals found on beaches around the world since 1BT2, when this species wis linally
recognized by science (Roper and Boss, 19821 Yel duning a century ol Lime, only ome giant
oeiopus stranding has occurred, with a possible second stranding oecumng in 1988

Thie Mel thiil there are many fewer strandings of giant oclopods than gianl squids can possibly be
accounted for by several facion discussed below.

Kumber of Glant Octopod Species

There arc al leas three species of giani squids presently recognised 10 sccount for thelr nutnenss
strundings: Arohiteiathis wim tipanli (from the southern hemisphere), A japoniva (from the nonhem

13
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M
there is probably only one speciey o

N ever,
Pacific), and A. dice (from the narther® Atlantic). HOW

gigantic oclopad- . -

s seas. whili the giatt octopods. if they behave like the;
The giant squids freely roam ey “:.mﬂ'hk:cklh of their lairs. I territonal 1I:|:::
smailer relatives, a8 benthic b umlikely to FOAM from their lairs except foy

their smaller relatives) and mu-nd.lh#*?"1‘ il

pupmﬂrnﬁn’mdmﬂllﬂ i
These of significant pumbers of sightings of gan
oeto ?:“;"?F:i'ﬁi”'.‘rﬁf'.f ;:ﬂmﬁaﬁﬁp mﬂgﬁ sea's surface, would be in 2 favourable

s hy chance, see bereath ther 8 pigantis slithering across thm;’:”" battom in
ﬁﬁ:h Dfprr:}"-‘ Wnﬂrl chance surface & ance on ihe parl of Lhe oolopus en ohserved,
the possibality of them being seen is very (oW,

iy : i Iy dead giant squids bees
Nevertheless. how many timesin 3 ceatury-ané 2 halfl have living OF Teearly grant sq
obscrved of the ocean’s surface? The probiem becomes very apparent™
Population Density

Anathiér matier 1o ponder is the possibe p:?uutim density of 0. giganreus. Such an enormous
animal woild require 3 sufficient amount feeding territory 1o sustaln its huge bulk, and would
%mmm its demain by dnving away any competition from ather members of ils gigantic species

here would be o sparsencss of individuals scross 3 given peographical arca. Yel a minimem
population density 15 always peeded to keep an animal population stable and 1o prevent genehc
inbreeding. Vernll (1897} speculated that there were bundreds, if not thoesands, of ihese giganbe
ociopods. Even a mimimaem of several busdred individuals would be scattered over a considerabic
resion, thus lessening the likelihood of  chance observation by man

Geographical Hange

Altbhough the geographical range of O, gigantess was originall

| ‘s y supposed to be limited 10 the
B’jﬁ'ﬂr'““ reghon, ils range may in [act N flf'l'!ﬂ!f. a3 indicated by lpl‘w reports discussed in Part
P WS t the range of this species was (and probably siill is): as far north s the

casterm coait of Florids; s far east as the Bahamos [stands: .
Texas, and the Mﬂmmﬂnmmlummﬂa‘m!: a3 the coast of Galvesion

Unail furthe st 42 e
i reparts can be acquired, it is uscensn if we are dealing with regional pockets of thest

iant octopods, or if the animal i !
Llrtﬂrﬁ:lm animal occupies this entire arca. For (be time being, we tentatively accep!

?ﬂdll:uql Hahits
Information ks scarce &s to j g
Mewsletter, 1983) nm :.,"f:: wm might feed upon. F.G. Wood (i0 1SC
timself uncertain as o what saything the size dg‘ﬂ!ﬂlﬂ feed upon clams and crabs and wit
Roy Mackal suggested mnm“%ﬁmm would prey upon. In conirash.

Gerald Wood (1977) noted that most ben W could overpower .g., large sharks. €1
; mes henthic !
1o capture. such as rotting flesh. However, lhl;ml.uup“ :’fﬂlj‘-;b:im I':;g which does mﬂ-mhgﬁ!‘;}::;
s
14 pus would require 56
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mare substantial, pethaps botiom-feeding sharks

Joharson {1978} has noted that common octopases have eating habils that sre 81 limes guile eXolc.
An octopus that intrudes on the territory of snother member of its species may run the risk of being
devoured. Just prior (o desth, some individisals may even eal themselves

It is possible that larger members of 0. gigantess may supplement their food requirements by
occasionally feeding upon intruders or smaller, immature members of the same species

Contrary to local claima thal gigantic octopods prey upon unsuspecting humans, human beings
could not form & major part of their diet. Perhaps the Bahamian natives' iraditions that the *Lusca”
would reach out their tentacles and grab fishermen from their bowts started Trom a few aclual cases
of such herrendous events, over many decades. which the surviving fishermen related to others,
Bur 1o sggest ot they actively prey upon fishermer segularly is, really, quite impessible, as there
would be insifficient biomass (Le., fishermen) to sustain them! In addition, such animals would
have deploted the local fisherman supply rather quickly, and would certainly eaphire the attention
of the local nuthorties

Instead, what might be a very possible food supply for these lasge animals is the large shimp,
and, mare importantly, the large. heavy crabs that were discovered in the 1970808 off the
Bahamian cossts. The incidents with Ingham's large crab traps in 1984 indicate that these animals
do feed. parily or pimanly. upon crabs.

Behavionr Patterns

. pigantews seems to be a decp water species, living in the 500 fathom (3,000 feet) range. This 13
supported by the fact that crab traps placed at thai depth by Ingham were held down by something
very large and strong, presumably & g pantic octopad. Their cocanonal serfsce sppearance can be
aceounted for b‘_l sweveral factor, which we wall now discnss

Ercounters with glant squids on the surface are always when these grant inveriebeates are in thewr
deaih throes. Recent studies have indicated that the gant squids are actually sulfocating from a lack
of oxygen when they cross from the sea's cold depths into warmer waters (Box, 1983). Could
this same (actor be deadly for the giant octopods? According to some Bahamian traditions, they are
only seen on the surfice when sick or dying. However, Mexican traditions say that they are only
seen rising to the surface on the full moon. In addition, inhabitants of Andros Island {ooe of the
Bahamas) tell of the Lusca being seen in the inland *Blue Holes,” which contain sea water diluted
by fresh water. This would suggest that giant octopods can sustain themselves for periods of time
in brackish waters fur better than giant squids.

[t can be surmised that althsugh they are deep-sea animals, they can rise o the surfoce and cven
Trequent shallow waters for peniods of ime.

Preferred Habitats

Based wpon the behaviour of the smaller Min&\ds. gigantic oclopods would probably seek the
safery of some protective shelter (bursh. F.G. Wood suggested this shelier was the rocky coasts
east of the Bahamas, However, the Bahamas and Belize regions would offer numerous, availsble
sheliers for the giani oclopods to inhabit, due io ibe underwaier caverms and blue holes in these

15
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irs to seck Fm!'& and ":‘lq”;: ta them fop
It may be suggested that they ¥ 1 e determined 1o scck them out, The
E:i;'.lmfwuld gatremely 1M rm:;f mﬁnﬁ:;“ glant _ﬂ:hi_ng trod] would not wagg
by Wright | inﬁl]m?'!ﬂ! capt 'wwmhmwuh T:sub‘ﬁ“m crabbing traps

benthic creatures; while results iive 5

:ﬁﬁttﬂ;ﬁlﬁl:ﬁhﬂﬁﬁw mel’“m
Fanlogical Classification
. o g Verrll, as created by Profl. AE.
El::ﬂ_ngpml-l {his unus;ﬂ:d sﬁanﬁ[:lﬂi'l%“]‘ mﬂ"ﬁ;v’ en i1 canpot be rescinded) has been used 1
errill (and, a3 :wmnf g n’; octopod, Hewever. recent indicationd SUL est that this term may
E«.a_mbe this species of giga !':muwl;m family dae of the suborder Inclrrata, and jt
mu:!ﬂ:ljt;' T A Smed that the creature respansible for ?‘ﬁ 1896 stranding belongs o this
| Part 1l L], photographs suggested o ki

family, as well. However, as noted by Verrill (1897 (sc2 B e s of the seumps ﬂ“:

s carcass might becn related o the pemes Cirrotesd ] ;
g‘[;::’ mass look Ii‘l'.,::: remams d!.ltmri;ns which characlen2c l.bls genus of swimming
oetopus. This would place itin the family Caroteathidae of the suborder Cirromorpha.

Class Cephalopods
Subcless Celecidea
|
Order Vampyromorpha El:tinpndn I:l-lu:-;imdu
Subgrder Incirrates Cirro=orpha

l

r
Family Octopodidas Arpnnwuld,_. Cirrsteauthidas

Gerus-Species a
toctopus glgenteus verrlill

Revised famaly tee of cludi
¥ eephalapads, including 0. gipanses Modilied from Lape | 1960)
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Im 1586, co-author M.P.R_R. proposed to change the generic name of 0, gigamious frown Chctepu
1o iroctopa (from Greek ofon = ear), wiich means “the Giant Eared Octopus.” as the lateral ;{:.*
sctually resemble projecting ears.

Ln addition, members of the suborder Cirromarphia bave 3 single row of suckers and two rows off
hair-like cirm on their tentacles (the common octopus kas two rows of suckers and po cirm on their
tentscles). This unusual feature could possibly explain one of the traditional names that Andros
Islanders give to this gigantic octopod: "Him of the Hairy Hands.” O, gigantens could have
received this name afler an occasional sighting of one of these animals: with its tentacles extending
from an inland blue hole of reaching oul to grab the underside of a fisking boat. the fshermen
would have noted that the tentacte appeared to be hairy, hence the name "Him of the Hairy Hands."

Present Status

As of 1997, Octopis gigantess Yemll (=0factopes giganrens [Yerrill]) still remains in the
shadowlands of zoology, not truly being accepled like the giant squids, [t will not be aceepled by
ihe scientific community uniil a fresh - and rather large - specimen is neguired, despile the fact thal
there are indications that this gigantic species did - and still does - exist, In 1988 the idea of
obtsining video tape evidence of a giant octopod, by means of underwater television cameras
suspended over crab traps, wad proposed, but these plans have been hampered by Inck of finances
in these tght economic limes

Due 1o the loss of the Smithsonian Institution specimens, a1l that is left of the once 5 ton 1896 51
Augustine carcass is a few ounces of tisswe which reside m & jar small entugh 1o be held in a single

band. This is presently in the possession of Dr- Joseph F. Gennaro, Jr {Bradiey, 1991; Clark,
1991 5. 1991b). As for the possible second stranding in Bermoda in 1988, the tisswe samples for it
are in the posseision of Dr. Eugenie Clark It is hoped thar further analysis will be conducted on

both of these samples

Conclusion
After a century of time, and two and a ball decades after its rediscovery was publicized by Wood
and Gennaro { 1971 ), this series has presented the total sum of kali-knowledge and half-speculation
about this giant creature. Many have the right to question the findings made by ourselves, who are
still continuing the research begun by Verrill and Wood on a species of Igm.'ni ectopod thai does

exist, despite the fact that we still know almost nothing about it, and that it will not even
acknowledge s existence.

By presenting in print what information on this giant animal is now avillable, we may acquire
enough additnonal know ledge to solve the nddle of this "Hairy Hand Giant” of the seas.
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The Beast of Gévaudan and Other “"Maulers”
by Andrew D). Gable

For the pedents of e iy dnsnct of G awlfan, oested Siph o e Alargende Mosntsemn of weib-coniral Framce,
the wrree began one day 10 June of 1764, On thar don, 3 yousp pewseni from ke villsge of Langogne was out
tendimg her [amily's berd ol cattle o the Fordd de Mercoire. Suddeady, 3 inemendous wolf-hike animal laped out of

the forest, heading lowards the pirl  Her dogs urmed sl and mn a the sight of thus lerrilying appaniion, the caltle
charged ot \he monsier. Seemingly usdeterred by e cante, the crezture contimued 1o make s way fowarnds the
young shepherdess. The cattle charged 11 once more, this tme driving i4 back knso the Tonest from whence i1 came

i

This young womsan was much luckier than many fater ssctims of ko Bdte Auhrapophage du Gévandar (the man
sating beast of Ciévaudany, for very fen' survived an aick by the monsier, Descriptians vaned widely, but most
apgrecd i il was woll-Jike, thisagh nearly the siee of a cow (Fig 17, 12 ehost was wide, 18 il lisng asd Than wiik
& lion-like iudi of fur aivis end, 115 snowt was Jike that of & prey Hound, and Jarpe Fangs peotruded Mrom its formidable
jows. The beast was believed in be incredibly apibe - it was credied with hing lenps of ap 1530 feet (2, The Paris
Grazene, Carrying i sory aboiii ilie monsier, commenied that it was reddssh in colour, thal ils chest was wide and
grey, und that the hind begs wore longer than the fore legs. Another scoount of ihe boast, pubdished in the English
Sanur James” Chrodiicle, slaed that the beast wes prohably & member of "a new specees”. Here we have whai is quite
prossibsly the fire mension of the beast in & crvpiarosiogical lighs 31

FHE 1 A engses o of the Beas ol Cofosusdsn, disen an 17605, o the ume of 15 smecka
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0 1GFNS oo jas sine aned other leaiane,

Iy
Alibcugh the siory of the Beas ol Givaudan & debiless ﬂﬂﬁ m' pople e ofies than hivesek The
kot e dome s of g creslure ‘“:mf : the head, ofteaumes crustun the skull ang

et
beast seems o B sl @ defidile preferomst e ccumsofa gumilar Greaiure which prosled Limernci,
e emtraili. dewmww"’

Id—Lmhlmht
- .Wpﬂlhtit.nl it Andonms de

ﬁfm-mm}mdm'n-lﬁ!w-‘“m silicd o the Sogne TAsben by 3 bermy

ahment Trom Gosd, @ Lowpds
ecens e o et Pl A e G v o
I san 40} iy mone behesed Ul 8 WS » woll o some ather palugul creature, cling a H‘ﬂﬂ'lh‘r of
'w--HhuuummM;lnﬂwlﬁm e boen seen topeiber 1 Dthes
nmr-mmu,.mhﬂmﬂumwutm-s-w.ald-mm.ut tw:.u,t
Smmﬁmihﬂn:numhmaﬂummnim”-da-disnm“;' b Amether

popular theery i Mﬂmunatrﬂmmwm

A well-kne Celig szulgrure commenly ke & \he “Tarasque” of Noxes, found 1 the Base of the Pyreness in
France, depicts o larpe woll-like ansmial symibar o e Besad of Gevaudan, Each of 118 fron paws Fesis on a hasmian
hesd. and @ Wimas arm o e | Targe jas 1®) & similar sculpiure found ai Lumsdor, in Alsace Framce, may
perimpn hanr been weid o beld 3 human skull 1% These anumals have been thought W be bons, wols v, Besm, or
YTy ——LL

A simmilas Creale W releryed v s the atnoebioom in medicy & pemanes The sresotehioon., wiuch was thoaght 12
adwell in wild Tovesis, was widely believad 10 be 8 Burapean relative of the bryorm ar iger. The cieature had @ wrraed
ndpe down 18 spene, Teel armed with pmdmmi:lawu.anaad neck (i feature which sppears on same depicum ol

the Beit of Cévaudan), and vas esthor haees ar con ened in shos bair 1911, A creature simalar fo the urenieelicon
was suppased|y cagtured around 1530, According 10 some sources. this hagpened i the Hauberp Forest, Sawony,

1 ;
Germany {121, while others sy it ocounrnd in the Fanasterg Forest. Saltbasy, Ausiria (51 1) was “yellowish
carmatem” i cokarr (41

There ave sl been createrss reponsd 1 mire recost umes t & wmibee wo the Bes

of Gévaudan e coshd
perhags reies 40 dhese mysimons crestioes, which ane afien reported io lall sheep. as "madiers © The fiollom ing rét
detaile st of st mO3EM rEpaTs.

o, 1. Jene 1764-June 1767, Gévaudan (e Logbrel, France
amdtlmmﬂmlhpmmuMwmmmu.

Mo, 1 May-Sepeember [BI0, Ennerdade. Northumberkand, England.

A cresture llbed sheep i w0z open the Temut 36 socked the Boneg rafer hhmglﬂ'iﬁ
Mo, 3 Junuary Apnl 1874, Counny Canan, Ircland.

An mnknown asamal klled 81 lesi 42 sheop o
meeat (oo iy el @l all). The creature kel § ke o . wmlang the blood asd cstung a B0} Tunr"‘
| Footpnats resembling a cal's, bat with chgo 169 i .
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Ne. 4 17 Apnl 1874, Lamenck. County Limenck, Irclasd
A mil-like asemsl Lailed shoep Several poruns, 51 of @ hom b been aftacked by ihe cipatuic, were wnd b Enns
Iname Asy e afie Sovclopeng @ proaliar o il sisaty | ™

Mo, § Duly 1903, Oeel Dblant, Ruius
A beant wermbar o ikl of Oy auan erroruned the villzge of Trosea, I amickiod 10 somen amd ¢ hakdnen, binacen he
iy and the 241k, Lilkng 3, 1 wus described as bong, winh o blent snow asd smaoots sl @ 181

Mo, & Noevember 1905 Badmenion, Gloucesiershire, Englasd
Am anemal aitscked and lalled a mamber of sheep, sucking their bioos and heus ing “the Mesh almes) usiouced” {199

Mo, T 18 Murch 1908, Guilloed, Kent, England
A enknows animul raaged ares larms, Killing 51 sheep i ane ngh 220

Mo, 8 Apni-December 193, Plovde, Bul pana
A msslerious blowshsueking. val-hike oreature which had glowing eves bk kelled 36 peopbe, incleding one Scolls

H,,:.,“h_h}{lll

These maulers are 5 sirunge kil apuleed. '-k.l-l'l.ll'l,p the line betwesn b astural and supermatursl a do s mans cRplids
Althouph the specilss nl cach mauler case vary greatly, some points are commson tosll The typeal masler seems
i e long wnd dark -Ccobossigd, sometimes with & lighser paich on the chest, and olicn wil snsll sars and shor legs
They seem eguslly comlimable on a0 beps of (oer They ane sometimes almos) supermsturally Cas, taking
enrimmons. leaps of 200 led of more They also soom bo hae & pres preleresce fon sitacbing & vicum, w hethet human
o ammal, srownd the hpad of meck: a prest mamy are onodiicd Wk secking e Bl Gl the vaclim rathot than
druoeming the vaoum ihgll A strracd hack v memones ooomoonally, bl this e @ rane Gemsd proibably o omied)
detad and man, iy cfexhand ok heatoap ek e e s e 3 Cot's bu w bech sl evirselod oles s

Sot preisoamly progemdyd Wentfeanon esisely fits the ovedenor Wollves sl woli-dog by b do el scooust
salpslacnorily (on i Bl bows im (e o sCTims. OF the pecaios o Bk trachs the masiers fea ¢

Bt members of i cammeyonis lamily Mubcllie, the mustchuds [iech a5 the weaned, otigr snd wolserine), share

mamy charscignsies w iih masders They e tmiied = “soall. long-tohdd, dvon-Segged sumads, with ik, sk

Tor, and & Jeted odes® 1220 This odowr 13 proem of [ duriag siuanaas where the anmal feels threalennd, beng

secreded [rom anal glands  Mowhere is this odour meore sppurent thas moone of the famaly's represesiain es. the
| sinped shoonk ( Mepiin mepiiling

Ancaher musield, the wollvonse, is sometimes refermed 1w as ke "glusios,” Tor is depredatsons can indesd be grest
Wlsiglids are fenrfess pnamals, alacking nearly anyihang they feel they have even a chance of brnging dovn The
widvering and many oller members of the famaly have a preference Tor either [ying 1 ambash in o tree and jempng
upsan o vichi's hed, o bsging al the vielim's thaom

Ot &pocics 10 particular, the pine maren (Marfes marfes), (s many charaeiensies of maslers almost perlecly

The pene maries i4 a small, weasel-like animal (barely mpger than an averspe house catl that preys on rodents and

burds, isccussonally catimg egge of fnal. The pine manen v unesually agile, living most of os life o eees, 11 has a

dark bevwn, almi black., colour end @ cream-coloured palch aound the throal  Wos) reports of mawiers et |om

areas wilkan the pise maren's fange. and il wohd leane “clamed-car™ype racks  (One dilleronoe, however, v thal
| mEErichs &t hicturmal winle mosd maulers seem o be dioraal | boweser, this deinil s selsiooely mibod ol )
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. pe far w00 LTRSS Ther

m
(s the SNt '"i,ulur comypecifics, which wobld seesnl fo,
| mainly shEER a marken of moemal s

e w1l LIRS animals--il wouldry mke

[ il o s thak maulers mrrpmrrlmllﬂﬂl'l"“I i
may be & subsgeeist. w7, that co-canls & | e 1
nghungs of mﬂmﬂﬂmﬂﬂm e, SEEP
reguluty boods off of Wn&u-dmif .
\mhpcu”um;m:rnhﬂtﬁ e i
““d“'“m“mw““wmﬂwh’,‘;.ﬂ“m“ ond ::
insanity catined fy the bite of some of these craurcs, Wiish e ran and cumng f e e S
dropping ol Ihrwmlmnlhcshll;unﬂiﬂwwﬂ : o Bess o i ) can b
from ik alsck The seeming inelfoctivemess ol Weapons .puﬂulm pﬂl"-"'"l
dﬂnhrudh:!wﬂﬂﬂnuwnﬂmsﬂmluﬂdlﬂwﬂl!ﬂ crealire

af the pine manes. We M tepely the appearance of
Bhack m coloer, with 3 erpam-coloured of W hibe patch o the
ek 2l  ewcepomlly sl

I concluson, | propose it the mauler 1 & AE®
h-ﬂn;hu:fmnhqh.!kﬂu
cheut The sl mmnmﬂ:m-ﬂm:uﬁﬁ

Wilerenoes
(15 Pons, Caupany 1042 "The Favesing Heast” I8 The Unexplaimed Mvitererd of Aiwd Spore & Time, Vilums 1
(Westport, €T H & Stnmes), p ]
12} i,
13 iy, Jemme FOU5 Lnepleesed BT Strange Nightingn. Tncreduble Cenirryuces and Prszlung Plrsecal (el
Dot % mible Taka, p I8
3 B, Dol “The Apsergue Opse = Framow Wisben 1395 p B
O il
1) e elmans, Mermand  *Anootabed Checkiig of Appesestly Uskwoas Ammals Witk Which Cryplasology o
Conceraed * Creprazesiapy X (1986, p 12

(73 (farke. © 11 B “The Resst of G audan ® Watrdl Hestory (gl 19710, pp TORT2 Troew, Hugh 18, Jr A log a2
Wall's Chething™ Criplesookgy T (1588, o {19120 TeefTetau. Eric *Mad Dogs and Frenchmen ™ ¢ Frpmemigy T

prssEsy, pp 12120

85 Amgaw, ) ¥ B 1076 Art af the Enrapeoh [ Age Men Yok Harper aml Rk ) pTE

19} gl i VA "The Losssior! momier * Anfsgeity 9, pp 9012

VIO Sgrgrs, oy €8 Shead, o ¢ Gomen, Mibeancls kssmahs im Celiie Ll st Myeh (Lo Rowtlendge. 149621 F b
AN Parpimslsgan. metdrn 2l bstum

{12} Thomjres, © 1 & 1950 The Mrsterves and Lore af Aoz (Londan il and Sorpath. p ik

(13} ashiess, John THS0 (repe. 106H) Curssn Creaieer in Zoskogr (Deteart Singing Trec 1,_{”

154} Topsell, Bdwnd. 1658 drepr. 196T) The farory of Fowr-foored Beasts. (vem Yark L‘.-.;I_\.;p_, Pressy, p 13

1150 Fon, Chimbes 1931, Lot drepr o kit ;
Nk Dor . GAE6H pr on pp SYOBYD a0 Fon, Chasles 157} The Complere Boods af Charles Fore [

{LEF Fewl. o 100, PP fulic £l 5

llﬁﬁaﬂ.#’ o, p

UEH) om0 pp BTG

(19) et o v, pp G566

20 Fom mp. vr, p 36

1214 *Shades of the Seckor * Forrean Times ®1 (oi0her |96, PG

122} Horian, Ldon (0 198 Kew
] b Thr New Larniine P whipdio af Ariwal e, (New York
¢ k. Honanzs), p A5

22



The Cryplozoology Review Vol 1 No. 3 Winter-Spring 1997

Reviewrs gnd Respurres
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Southwesl England's Smoll Carmivorans: & Cose of Ferreting Through the L

by Dirren Mok

A review of The Smaller Mystery Carnivores of the Wesicountry by Jonsihan Downes STPID
(Exgier) 196, L7 50 108 pg., spiral bound, [5BM pending

Withdul doubl, there must b2 only & handlul of bisoks dedecaed exclaively 1o Brwin's small catniyarans i
Jonathan Penvnes' new book poes o (e sieps better it is the only book s Tar thai ix dey cded enbirely 1o the small
cryplo-curniy oruns of England's Yes) Country - the area covered by the cownbes of Corn ] Bevan and Somise

Early cn im this mew beok, D nes wrvies *the larger mysienous carmisones of the regeon  have been dealt with
chvew bere an such cuhaesive detal tkal this suithor connol hope to compele” (B 71 Indeed, Britain's big dais are s

mudemirn of them V= 3 4 5

wiell pulshicuped s 1o be i, and BUsOUS EYIE e e dovobed onlirely o

Wi eranes has e alu been mosdioned m s recenaly 95 and o poputsnon of sranpe, melania fehds procoally
; 7

s s Kpflan cats have als boen groen exienan e descusson -1 4 further selectson inchidng bisiiiong

cacma med b ehisns Y anos canede. me alon camn amans veashy, recorded s bon ing been abroad i the

Brdish o ondam wde

Uplike the magoniis ol gun cind sbos ¢ however, Donses ks [ from restncied bes isaeres o Tobads - b bogenes
Ly

prmicad maenly on mwibeld - and Ban spcoeeded 1 onsalinomg @ v s bodh of Btk unpeablainod ol AR o
s gune Bkt 2P0 s ng e wiaben of Bivlas’s carmn oram faeen move comphoaned, and perhugs more divone e
orevpously, pmagrised Mot caly that butl Dowses furthenmore poes abosil show img that Beiisa's pivsend dan
Carmis oran (s Mot b more Jiverse than tradisomally reckosed. For, analy smg the hinkoncal recends (o T2 T
comguisd mumerin acoownts thal call nio o questios 1he suppesed regronal eviauon deies for the Puibeca
(Adwsteha pdorih, P marten | Maries sarees | asd Wikdicai § Felis ifverrin a8 asmounced i Laaghey and Yallen's

14

influsnissl pagar of 1977

The 165 pages of thes book iachude Tour chaplers, eich of which s devoled b the Trasr main ssbjec! areas - wildeats
podecats, pine mariens, snd other manens There 55 & foreword by Dr. BKurl Shuker i which Downes' research is
tuphly praised. There v then o qaile excelbent introduction m whsch the West Cousiry carniy o are nicely put inlo
1 the broader pictune of British crqlopioeligy Firalily, fallewing 4 corciusion, there we Bour appendioes. Each
presenis of discasses dut either jue cuisde the scope of the four mais chapters, o simply worhy of inchinan i a
ok aboul smaller mysiery camivorine These anclede notes on the controwersial Insh wildeal, musielid by bnds,
andl & further vamery of mysierious mustelids. Though the lamer apamals are bargely, 4 yel, ussubnstantiobd, they
fariher supges) unprecedenied vaniety in Brilain’s carmivoran famna. Frusimunply, teas book lacks both a coments

papr asd an indey

Desite hes el prociamatin as 3 *Forican Zookipna” . thowe of w whoce (ieseds & moie o bewk wnctly limived
1 the “Mevh and Baod® wede ol oryplorosogs poed o feas Dhownes does o speculsie on ieléponabos of mice

13
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is el There is boel menlan (p 36 ol
¢ e prtece & hﬁw: Cornish sghung of palecats - the Ilhllrl

s came e - B Soey cots T
Ty }-!-IMMIMM}' . 2 um“.ﬂ-ﬂ::nx:'l‘l:Lﬂdh-
mmd&nﬂﬂﬂw Vs #ulﬂj b By Dot

‘ml Are wymOnYmO 'I-Ill'lﬂ*h“m'a'ﬂmm-*% '|3|:r|l.1l-".i-!lll-'-llI-I'I;t.llhﬁl:rn-i.lr-'lllML
Trelund are ¥yrany ﬂm”“muﬁmf i

seurreadihemist™ Tooy Shiels This recalls the (0 )
) s i Fary brd” , yei agasn one o the mythacal
Birds seen over England may be the s s " Ceic EAA m'wul' iE;uni fartar circles, discusson of s far

creglures menboned by Shiels. (hile Shiels may be preatly ¥
!mmmmnunmﬂua iy nesasble et

dumimsinal ruasportation 34 8 W) e p
=acamal synchionecity” 2L3 coecidence”) *i0 S

ﬂ..m-d:ulﬂ} fond of imagrnang all
exvicame of GETism DEmspeER i that 1ac ; ’

:-dmrﬂmmu‘m.“ﬂ.ﬂ“ﬁ”lmﬂ thes and w 111.“..,.__,h
rantang between profesmiosal i and Dowess i teskfely, 20 ﬂ';*m e
of what would seems 1o e slepectypeng of st cnlf o0 8= Ewre “m::ﬂh Ln:LP’l’tL-lwl}L il::n'“ - .l.lu
wereniilic ‘estublishment’ [his ke arks| i thal the gonlguna of Gaeal Brikan 1 b b ) dnd
celaiswely stane® {p. 8 1n it proodean sense, | ok sy [hal L 1520 odds Wil the pew. fast-changing Tace of
s 950 i — fietds 1117, Exidont (rom this new bk i thai
Dlcis s . able: s sl quite psmentihly !uuuumw-u:r'ﬂ-“'“'“‘“""”"!'- Seaduiscualty, o »
mmmuﬂ:-mum--ﬂﬂm

!:hwne-mmm.numMLanﬂmmmmmﬂh.nnnﬂm!n;-.nm
iin his quesd [OF CTYPRIC CAvIass This meass that ik ey 1ol unpublrshed maienial 1s mcluded Homever, |
sl e ot bt & recod | submitied mysell {zel 7 of chapler 3} has been misropeesemed (p. 431 Dow e wimes
“|n Hampshare, [ hine a pu-uhbltf:nurd fpam the late 9808 when an animul whach appeats 1o be |a Pire marien]
was peporied by s Schonl boys. on an "Ouimand Bounil® ¢ourse i the New Forest * | actual facl there were o
ammais paoi omi, @nd thel -mndnpmﬂ'm-wuwtﬂhm‘hnmmhzmdmnuﬂ.sh M€ Dwman
_Al“_d’hg#qh‘wﬂl“h 2 5 chechpoant

Chapirt e, e ovied] 1o the Wildcst and oiher B felvds, introdoces the EXUTME pomimssom that surmoends &
mw“nmnhcrm—hd'ﬂﬂﬂuﬂ:mumThm-mmﬂnm shat has been anakyred in wime el

(12 gnid shere 15 quite a bady o biterzure, dming from the early 19605 1131 45 the present, than discusses he
E‘;"W of bvbrad sperimens 1 unmsamcal definiwons ol pan- cats Felis sifvesirdy subspecies Honveyet, Dunne
e s pastice h?'lm_lﬂ . Inis ol mead disenssion of it 18 hmsed 1o quolabon of 4 bevel news iuem publvbed i
w-:uumjur Digmrnes smcoevectly ciles Aniomal aaaf Men 4 where officials wee Uashie
r-"ﬂ'll-ul-:':#! #wh'm.aa“wﬂ“uwmmmka gy hemce” Hh
-ﬁﬂn-mmdmﬂmwmr[mwm'““ﬂm b st soeme: of Doswnes’ accour®
nﬂmfmmwamwmxm“;ﬁ e o does not lfude ¥ 12
\mpariance in the differentianen of immpgress i 2 been stalislacally; demonsiraied us being ©
v and purebed popeiaticns Clearly the area s asexiricably AifTacult ¥

pescilve, anid generalizations weh s tuose used
v pradetevies in this review and, less forgivably, those in Deownes' bovks cufind

Farthrrmore, mam of the Wikicet il sl

cain Wiksle they e sull of enterest i the Dwmmts dencnbes e prototly linde more than large feral dome®

::zr “mﬂh wuu can be encaph bike Wikdcats for :;r resemblamor 1o troc Waldeats, 1F 9 L
an esped domestsc gt calbed T 0 eui considerabie conlusion. F- 1%

desils], Toknys head md body lenpih was 704 em ‘:bn}..:krm.] i u

compures fuvourably with lasihesticated ) mmu-'mﬂu :In:q:hu

24

!IEHL'\'.I in 19 (shiardy belore ks aomdets
W L7 cm, gaving ool tengah of a1 em m
deats - they reached 1ot lengths ol o o 3
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] 1
10 e L Thouagh ol does mal nelase s ans of Downes’ conclassonss, o 13 abso wonthy of note that Tobny s

morphology and markings are slmid evactly the same a5 thowr of e cal photoprapbed dunng D Framcn™ 1981
researches in Tommanr, Wabr Framon bos sepeatedy stoed th thes amimal 1 5 i emle eumple of by 54 enoa
Tetid she belwves m 14 3 B0 gy 4

laepe fotal domesins cn

FIEY | Tty desimesti el mione than & meter in lotall length Phols by el

11 i5 alse woeth commenting bere on whal Doy nes’ wnies reparding the extremely costrovermal [maky wildeat (both
en chapler | and an appesdis 1) Officially this anamal does mol ewast but there i vanous anscdotal evidence
suggesting thal i does, of did, and Dowees recounts some of this. Puriscubarly usefid (s his reproductsos ol Lhe
anginal figens that depel Teline jans found in Insh subfossil deposits in 1904 {p 15} These bones, described by
RF. Scharfl in 1908 1100 were belieyed by him o represent 16di penous Trich wildoas monl chosely relaied 10

Afmcan wildous ( F, a, fybsoe b, and Do nes sooepis this as an cxobny possabaity (pe 14). Sckard] sho wiale of s
]

disoonery of an "eviremely & ol cake of e Neew hall and Banwlech cates and Domnes whben *[This]

[provides whit s Jo mmy Lnowbedge. the only analinng fragment of evidenee (e the past exisenoe of asciber Iich
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myslery fehd® (g 14)

ubipuil wildcats ace most probably Bronz A pe

b contun s {suns
(coar 12 wirals w boc
S ] e of cais” B heoen Larky

However, it has loeg Boew fruandiehed tha Scharils socilled
dumestic caby inbodued by humans 1171 Cestamly Folin spects el 1
¥ ce il @ moed, "end ¥ -
wnalfecied by human imamon. Secoodly, the ke ¢ mnlmi'll."ﬂ-'ih‘mm""r'd i1
comvineangly put denn v SchardT's sabeliy 1o diagnose sevm i Irish wildeals be so evidently wanied
Scharll has been coliciied [or being too keen b sceepl dali ps evidence raz:;u:luﬂ Society of London meeting in
10 believe in (he also insisied thas o cal skin from Donegal peesented of 8 e
T8RS weas of & true wildcat 119 . his collengues, honever, were quite gare |1 ik = o o d ':_
T ; rel T
':In'J In his womderfully complele book an Invh mammiks IJ.'II.‘ Faniley, wilk regard i 5‘11:::,: :__I:: he \hvl.:I:JI
w aldcsd e sderce r|r-11l-.hli.' *Ia !h.l!nl'#l'ﬂh”ﬁ"ﬂdmm'ﬂ“ﬂ:' e R . boeha mid
o leasa, hane ru.'In-u:nj woame ckepiicm, fof cvery allopad spromes of the wildcat = fat produced i lretand ha
imvamably prosed i b & domeits pessy w ich wis bomg off the bad” P )

In Vi

The subfossit massnal Downes refers 1o, thereloes, is a0 fonger seen a4 being shjtheng o do with Insh w ldeats
D roes wis obyjously wnawane of some of e prrunenl hleriire

Chapier oo discesses ihe Evmssan polecat {Mwideln paorius s and it close relalaves. Again, s 1s a compley, inca
as il would seem thal inimpressave bybeid papulations (st have ansen scross Britan as gose- wild domesiic lermren
{edllen mefermed 1oas MY, fusa) hiss e islerbeed with wald polecas. Downes arpus quele comvincimply Dl Lhe 1w 0 0y pes
are mod wruly deslispueshabic, 11 mos therefone be wondenod of yghunp.d "polecsts” that posidate oillacsal evisnciaom
dairs meve 4 e polocals al alf and, wcsscally, i polecats e prewntly feponcd 0 be evpanding o renpe s
nmmbers 210, may we be seemg. 25 Downes s sugprued, the spread of "s nes and bealthy mustehd » g
populatnon & pumag sirenglh wod sombers (hroughost the egon” §p 3797

1 e no rewson 10 disagree with amy of tis and | was also pieased 1o see Downes noling thal Miosrela spocies other
than (he Eurnssan polecal may b imphicatcd in formes ancesary. Scene mammalapists, foe example, beligve ferets 1o
b a domestcated form of the Asssn Sweppe pobecal (M, everonag ) 12 {thoigh | am mther douba il of Dow nes'
sugpsstion that Black-fooied fermets [M, migeipes] may bave comtribaied 10 the Meth Amencan {emel geac pocl '
The Wuonomy of the s brybnds may herefoer be far by cwr presesd bevel of rescdgtion

Chapier three of s booll 13 devoted 1o e Pine marten, |1 ke F0 s ng reaking ot et becawse some of the
sightings {possdating the offical exurcion dates of Langiey and Yalten [¥) pjoe manght islo the behan iowir of this
musielsd (2. pp #9850 proaade accounts of ree-fop quertel-chesing Sebayiour reponted in Devon at least as recently
Inbmately imphicaied in the entire kflil
s renaricable brashing of them {p, 604 they were
upparently "free”, but rensmed s him for feeding 20 Witk a1 phese considemaions :
Foes it {0 & suppeating thal Hurrell actuslly underiook s secret re .
Commussion land (pp. 57610, Gz explaiming the pparen prﬁtnur l!"-rﬁl::m &l marens o Devor's Forestrs
Exunon there befween 1870 and 1550 1 mnally cxmiadened thes i b 2 very h;:m‘ e s el
iy recomsadersd fhe e | am ot 50 sare. Wikl be inclides B comme o - T ounded speculaton. b
- it u Menibs of other researchers (who alwo hat e
feason 1o Suspect Hurrell anempled 3 marien malrdumm I ¥
b 1 om surprised fhar Dow nes dwd ol
FIG 2 (Facing page) Smaller Brtish carnivoggm 4
1]
marien (Mares manest, Wildear {Fels silvgniny), = Doy
Porlocat (Mustcli puloris) and Ustih iy

And others, o maed, Do fies

e Chochowing fmm centre: Me
Wease] [Muspely YOl Som {Siela enminga)
M (i ries, Coipg) Mlestositicn by aisthog
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muwmm_-m“-mmﬂlﬂwm::im
only was he aware of the posssbelity of maren reimtmduction s the West Country, he also cons il
veslures elsewhere *amasingly smcceminl® Farthermore. by wdereoce he mmphed that Pine maricos Suuld

sounerctuced 74 S afier all, | el thu Dow nes has dome o superh job in inierpreting the dala

Chuapaer four of this bosk provides the seal "punch”. Dawnes has paihered enough esimony 53 drof quite & bamb in
Britsh zoalogicul circlex: he suggesd that the Beech masien Ofaries foing ) may nensily be o part of ihe moders.
native Bnirsh fauna. The cvidence for thrs iv enarely circumntaatal and ie my opmios oot whally rehiakle. being
Ssed o 0 mumber of aocounts (rom the Raie 18008, 10 would seem (hat 2 nsmber of woekers fram this lne belieyed
bth Pin osd Beech martens i be presest an Britais. However, Downes o ol e fir resses e i remall upon (i
wetstion - 1 theis 1891 sevt on mammale 1251, Flower ond Lydekier wraie "Jihe Beech masies] ishabits the greales
wnnrﬁumnﬂuu:d’ﬂurm,hxnmmﬂlhhnﬂllmmnﬂmtmﬂlm
Swmieden or Norwa, o, acooeding ko the (ervestigatsoes of Mr. Alvion, in the British lsles, althoogh included m
thevr Tauma by all cashier writers,.” {p. SE3) As Shuker comectly moles in e forwand (p. 3], beliel 18 ihe Beoch
midften 6% & Brukish mafii e “evenl=ally s zmnbed from e feoonds - sking fone ef o the morees of scaemific
anonymity thi has clamed masy oiber crypioonclogead vielms (g b pasl.”

Oy ihe ome seeneved specimen of Bz M. foins thal Downes refers o, & roadlall found between Exetet and
Exmouth in 1979, cunnot be wied as evadence for M, fime existence in Brikam as some wiorkers wefe oons iided
i s an Amerecan marien (A arriomry. &b, the fao thel 19 cemtury wiorkens belaevnd M. fovma 1o be a Brivsh
resident - in cases they even Disied it aboapssde the Pune marien - may be due s lack of companson betneen vandble
Briush Pipe marens amd Evropesn marens, Communicanons and scvess o biestwre and speamen o0llecions wert
T prosorer im thise daye, and numerous examileds of early scholars believing in te presence of 8 pamicalar species in
o particulur ares have lumed oul 1o be ermoseoss. [a the lale 1700, for example, i was atated it the Dorme s
{Mnrardins aveflamanins) was 80 be foend i Breland 5 More perinent 15 that 11 was eften thought thar boih
Wensel { Miustel ufvalin) and Sicat ( M. semimea) were 10 be found ingetber on Dreland (77w bereas m (a1 Wessch

are cermnty sbnenr P

Do pes. wtabes: that Marses foime waas, dunng the Plepbocese, & Brnh dempen, and be ciies Maunce Burkns 1976

book 2 for conlirmadion of that. However, huving surveyed the Pleissocene puleonilogical lnerture. | cam find
no record of @ fosml of swblossil Britieh AL foima. Mo menieon 18 made of this specss (0 Sisems comprehensye and

elzswc paper from 1974 0, thaugh numerous oeher Earopein vertebnates no longer found in Britais are

| e betyefire exgnemety dosbifil, 15 view of the absenie of any hand at, of the sappestion thal Maries foing 1 or
has ever been, a British resident With regard 1o the aburnce of feanils, e oos-kopte mupht poumt ol that. as
mentioned by the great suthonity on Pleisioopne mamamals, Bijom Kunén (1), Pine and Beech maricn bones and
teeth are uctually very dificult to disinguish. Downses' hypothesis therelore remains 3 viabie powmbshiny, bat one
that feech. fierm evidence 0 back i

The book nicely compliments with its illustrations. Parucelary imteresting aie those of varoos tnidermic
specymani - theie include a Pine mafien from Triro Museum {possibly an smal collecied t the Wese Cosnin
therugh Dawenes was unalble to confirm ihis) and an *unidenbified moielid in the window of 3 beicher's mp-;

The laiter ansmal demonsiraies necely the wonderful obdileration of doi the tuidermisl can
acoomplish. whalever the ammil s (il 15 a white, Sioai-like musielid), 8 js no lonper sdemindiabls | found this
isleresting 25 | wes recently confroated with & nmilarly sondeserip mniclad (a the collection of Pymaith's
Museurm and An Gallery. Lasge, palie brown and with 8 broad, Mat skidl, it seemed o be & mink {cenainly o s ot
the same us the Pine manen specimen which may uur—hhpum-u&_um-mm“ﬁtﬂ v mc
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xh

Nometoaus local lﬂi-ltllﬂ-hdwhﬂm

Uniimtamasels . mot o wnsitracisve afd
cosin (3 00 muany nenes, they kack scaler. mnﬂuummm:wﬂ é:.":"m may ko
rdummhﬁllmulqul:mcmu the givis i marmad wathus the Bevirb fabes

h.-mﬂﬂahhl,ﬂulmhlnw-mhhﬂnnmﬁnmﬂh Langhey and Yalden ™ foo
Brmar's hree rarer carmi omns. Wﬂmhhnﬂ.ll’!ﬂhhmu sacreeded sdmersbly. Time and e
again, Downes is able o ciie ecords where one of the thiee species has been identifiod i an area aliex Langiey and
Yalden assigned il lo extinelion there. And a3 noted abose, the evact enomy of some of these forms has been
made almost hopelessly cemplex by the extensive hybrdization tat has occured berween them and their closely
related domaesticated relasives. [n fact, haveng Berom: filly mmdwimﬂmﬁgmulrmﬂlrumﬁ.ﬂ
:::- 1:::1 that haimamaty's impact on the genetic vaahility of Brain’s troe-bred camivomis has been grester than
g

Though the tsonomy ol some of bese oms is sill confused, especially if 1hey are iniropressive by bads, Downes
Gocs ol appear Lo ugree wilh widely accepied tvonomic alkocatioes for some of them. For example. he cossisiently
refiers b ihe Scottish wildcal os & distines sishemarmae o Falis sifessis: F § grampda Ay far on | enn el hospuer
this subwpecics (8 bew regarded as one thal hes been sunk into F, ¢, sitvesiris, D Andrew Kiichener, one of Brtain's
autbeonaties on Feluds, wistes “Afer looking o the pood senes of wildeal soms e the Roval Musewm of Scotland in
Edinburgh, | can only agree that F. 1. grampia does not wamant subspecilic mnk], & ihere is 8 5 rape of enal coloor
from the dark groia-ypo of Scolland 1o the paler ailvesris ropical of eontnestal Ewope® @Y Similarly,
Dhrwi mes welers b e iheopmmitn ot B ot o et of 13 o imsuersalhy segended o0 subsgocnes of F. ailvesirin
Do nes apems e b relsod on older texts that 3o non refleor presest mvonomic duslang. & shomn by hin wee of
Lacheriund's texi from “the md sivtics”

A.h.llﬂ_l._nhﬂw}mdhm}ﬂwﬂﬂhnﬁﬂna-ﬁd_ﬂh.‘,mﬂk fedid
Ervemms o sl cmans sl | apees o byt s mi b sdoeed @ pln ingenetc spprooch sad hon e splr
.pmumhmpmnrrhhqhi_wtm Lynx sasnds alose o o gross by s
reasonang, rashet than brvag purt of Felo s lsied by Dowres (p b6k

Diownes alwo fasis v remark upoa the evireme confuwon ihal easds over the vakidity ol Manen species. P
example, the pumber of species i Misrtes vanes from £ 10 5 depending on the autbonty consliod 25 39, o9
some mammalugesis conssler Sabbe | M. Sitwelliad, Pife aod Amencan martens o be the same species. Thas cheurty
confuses maners with segard 1o the sdennty of the ammals sghied in Bricen.

These tasonoms |ssues aide, there are ilso o number of sechnical errors, Dr. Bemard Hewvelmass did mot, sotally,
coin the e “crypuoeoalogy” in hes 1955 book Swr e Picie dex Béies Jgnordes (nar in iis 198K Enplisk ediiion, O
Hie Trarck of Unksrwn Anisals) as Downes siaces (p 5 BT Downes refers wo the "weasel (amily* wikin the
Museelidog (p, 34) - presumably be aciually meams “weasel perus”, as “lamily® has o sinci and specilie meaning in
such-an insiance, Also, Downes describes the Siceq {Mmchels somfoea) 1 *rhe second Mol common camivaee in
Britasn afier the Fox® (p 393, However, popalation [iguses for all of Bnwe's mammal species, published in 1995
(38 aousally have the Siosl os Broun's Mes commen naive carmivoran jafier feral cath al B13 000} with a
popisdation of 452 (00, fallowed by the Weasel (M. afvaiis) ai 450 000. The Red fos (Vipes winlpes), with a
population of arvsnd 240 (00, is lews abuneant thin both of thesr caacies mnd o even o-pimbered by the Badgrr
Uhedes medes] w howe populstion 1 presently 28 250 000 o 50 351, Fimally, menuon is made of the {992 BBC TV
wemyes "Carmvores™ (rel 27 ol chapics 41 the setvis was sctually called "The Vielvet Claw *
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I ermiributioe to the lilemiuie. Howewer
A e, hopel ully. become clear in s review, hes book 15 an invalusble .
18 et down by is exiting anch quaality of primt. Mamy blocks of kvt ave placed extremely bactl o6 the puge. so mac
s a phaces et the cnds of himes ane ol dhort anc indormanon i koSt

for the ciling, there is borely a single page devoad of al least one typographical eror, There ase also sumerius
:“HMH;M}MM 1 st hmdmwﬂlml::;nd verny
frw of the mose than 240 ¢tstions actasty mcludr all appropeiase miormation. By far the bgpest prokizm . thas
Diownes has evther been unsbile 1o, or has failed 1o, provide o proper sowrce for several olherwise uselul picces o
informatan. Learming of a "rice of ‘polecal’ [ving wild in Suheriand {immediasedy before the r:u waekd war)® thas
it “notble for s mrmow skull” (36 of chapler 2) | wis diumayesd o find (el 20 for chagier _u_uum._:_.
afrasd, menkad thin refercace”! (However, [ was labor able o find il for sysell: TETLEY, H. 1539 °0n the Brosh
polecats * Prov, Zool. Sec. Lond, 1000 37-39), There wre several other instances in the bbliogrughy of similasy
“mistuld” information. Aln, i one gase (po 21} there exist the references (0 (e bibliography. bul there are po
malching cilation numbers in te el

For resders outsde of Britsin, | have linle doubt that Bribsh cryplozoclogy mast seem s be very much an
Iiesymeratic, self-nbscssed and perhaps mundane field. However, while | suspect thal Dawnes’ ook may be of mone
indgret in ury plodoclogisty resident i Bk, it should sull oy e broader appeal botk o ey one ikerced i wmall

Carmin arams 1 pemeral, of (8 arypioronlogy as a plobsl ducipline. Despiie the ssacs of comenion and cxes o
inaccuracy drscwssed i this review, 1 recommend the book as & dolailed examimstion of ohe part of Brian's crypne-
Tauna

Boloreeces and o
U Modem acaloprsis tend 10 refer i mammsals of the order Camitors 3 *esrnivorans® rather than the abn gl
less precrse *cams ooes
i3 BEER, T, 19ms mmq&w.-meszcomnstwunm[ﬂmeﬂﬂ
) BRIERLY, M. 1989, Thev sinft by night Yen Valley Publicalions {Biskops Nympuon|
4 FRANCIS, D 1983 Cat Cowmiry Deidd & Charles [ Mewhon Abborj
5 FRANCIS, D 1953 The Beaxt of Exmoos. Jonsthan Cape (London),
16 SHUKER, K.P.N. 1996, *Who's afraid of the bug had wodvoring™ Fortean Tines 85 14.37.
) SHUKER. K.PN. 1989, Myssery Cats af the Wil Robert Hale | Lendoe)
P FRANCIS, D 1993, My Mighland Kelles Cary. Jonathan Cape | Londan)
™ LANGLEY, PAW. and YALDEN, D.W, 1977, *Decline of the rase camivores " Mammar! Review 7. 951 16
110 BowsES, 8 1956, “The nddle of the sea-cagle. [N DOWNES. | “gnire
ek L Ted ) The
Yearbook 1996 * STRCFZ (Exeser), pp 2645, Chitre Jor Faritam Zoologs
U1 GooDwin, Wy
I The e 25 T 81 2 s e g i e
[12) FRENCH, DD, CORBETT, LK. incl EASTERBEE. N. 1988 "Morphoiogicsl SCriminamiy
* o 4 dy of Scofish
wikdemis (Felis ml-tmw.tn}ﬂhhm-w,‘fmqr 314 335'_:5“

(13 . :
= gﬁxm P 1962 “Les characieres de la forme pure iy ehal sauvage Fells sifuestris Schreber * Arik %l

(40 wWiLLIAMS, 1 1954 *wili e el Scotiesh wildcnt phease wand g Animals and Mew 3. 5
(150 TOMKIES, M. 1991, Wildears. Whitvet Books (Londan), :
) SCHARFF, ROF. 1908, frivk Natyralie (4 70
Thes ;ﬁlﬂllmﬂhq e, and 4 mare thormnegh sccount & 5
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() STELFOX, A W. it “Noes e the Irsh “wald ca * frisk Nsturoisny” Jormsd |5 5760

18 syumER. KRN VOUE. Mutery Car of the Wild Bebert Hale {Londeny p #50

119 HAMILTON, E 1S Procveding) af the Ziological Society of Lomden 1885 211-214

) EAIRLEY. ). 1975 Ax risk Becisr Bk The BlackstsfT Pres {Belfntl

210 ANCN. 1996, *Ferreting out the wuth * Animsals & M | |- &

(22 KING, € M. 1984 "The 21 species of weasel amd pobecais.” IN MACDONALD, D, (ed | Al the Warld's
Amimais; Carnivares. Tontas Books (New York), pp. 106-107

23 HURRELL. H.O. 1988 *Pine Matens.” Forexiry Commissian: Eorest Recond 6k 1:33
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125 FLOWER, W H. and LYDEKKER, R 1K91. An furadwerion 1o the Sty of Manmaty Living and Extimes.
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U361 Inidentally, tho sh mammabigsst 7M. Barisglon [ 184919151 did aitesmpt an {unsuecessd o) introducton of
dormace 4o [reland

2T HARTING, JE 189 "The weaseh.” Zoologis 18 417-423, 445-154

(28] FATRLEY . 3 1975 op. off,, p. 140
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Coming Soon In TCR Emgmatic beaked whales (by Darren Nash), a review of sea monster carcasses from around the
world (by Ben 5 Roesch), ancient mesoamencan cry ploroology (by Andrew Gabile). rediscovered mongooses (by Jon
Daownes), mystenous racks in a Mexican cave (by Ben S Roesch), greal news coverage and much more! The nest issue w Wl
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